L    E    T    T    E    R
TO   THE
PUBLISHER,
Occasioned by the present               5
Edition of the DUNGIAD.
IT is with pleasure I hear that you have procured a correct
Edition of the DUNG IAD, which the many surreptitious
ones have rendered so necessary; and it is yet with more,
that I am informed it will be attended with aCoMMENTARY: 10
a work so necessary, that I cannot think the Author himself
would have omitted it, had he approv'd of the first appearance
of this Poem.
Such Notes as have occurr'd to me I herewith send you; you
will oblige me by inserting them amongst those which are, or 15
will be, transmitted to you by others: since not only the Author's
friends, but even strangers, appear ingag'd by humanity, to
some care of an orphan of so much genius and spirit, which its
parent seems to have abandoned from the very beginning, and
suffered to step into the world naked, unguarded, and unat- 20
tended.
It was upon reading some of the abusive papers lately pub-
lish'd, that my great regard to a person whose friendship I shall
ever esteem as one of the chief honours of my life, and a much
The text is that of 17390, collated with 17430. Contractions such
as "Pm" or "tho* " are expanded in 17430to "* am''and "though":
such changes have not been separately noted here.
5 the present] the first correct        8 Edition] copy
9 necessary] requisite          17-18 to some care] to take some care
23-24 shall ever] Om. 1743.
13, this Poem <See Introduction, p. xbc >
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